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ROOTED WORD BIBLE STUDY

MELCHIZEDEK
The Priest-King Who Points to Christ

A short study through Genesis 14, Psalm 110, and Hebrews 5-7

Designed for personal study or small-group discussion
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INTRODUCTION

Why Melchizedek Matters
Melchizedek appears for only a few verses in Genesis, yet Psalm 110 and the book of Hebrews make him 
central to understanding who Jesus is. This study is not about solving a biblical curiosity. It is about seeing the 
glory and sufficiency of Christ as both King and Priest.

TIME 25-35 minutes

READ Genesis 14:17-20; Psalm 110:1-4; Hebrews 5:5-10; Hebrews 7:1-28

BIG IDEA Melchizedek was a real priest-king whose recorded appearance becomes a God-given 
pattern. Jesus is the promised and final Priest-King who brings lasting righteousness, 
peace, and access to God.

Before You Begin

Ask God to help you read slowly, notice the connections between the passages, and respond in faith rather 
than treating Melchizedek as mere theological trivia.

THE NEED

Why Do We Need a Priest?
A priest represents sinful people before a holy God. Under the old covenant, priests offered repeated 
sacrifices and served within a system that was temporary by design. Their ministry pointed beyond itself to 
someone greater.

Jesus does not simply improve that system. He fulfills what it anticipated. His priesthood is permanent, His 
sacrifice is sufficient, and His intercession never ends.

Watch for Three Themes

As you read, mark every connection to kingship, priesthood, and permanence. These three ideas explain why 
Melchizedek matters and why Jesus is better.
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PART ONE

Melchizedek in Genesis 14
Abram has just returned from rescuing Lot and defeating a coalition of kings. Two rulers meet him: the king of 
Sodom and Melchizedek, king of Salem. The contrast is deliberate. One represents worldly gain; the other 
blesses Abram in the name of God Most High.

 He is king of Salem, a city associated with peace and later identified with Jerusalem.
 He is priest of God Most High, serving before the Levitical priesthood existed.
 He blesses Abram and credits Abram's victory to God rather than human strength.
 Abram gives him a tenth, recognizing Melchizedek's spiritual dignity and authority.

Names That Preach

Hebrews explains Melchizedek as “king of righteousness” and king of Salem as “king of peace.” Righteousness 
and peace are not merely wordplay; they become part of the biblical portrait that points forward to Christ.

PART TWO

The Promise of Psalm 110
Psalm 110 presents David's Lord as an enthroned King. Then God swears that this same royal figure is a 
priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. The promised Messiah will unite two offices that were 
normally kept distinct in Israel: King and Priest.

 His priesthood comes by God's oath, not by descent from Levi.
 His priesthood is permanent rather than interrupted by death.
 His royal authority and priestly ministry belong to one person.

What Does “Order” Mean?

The “order of Melchizedek” is not a family line of priests descended from him. It is a pattern or kind of 
priesthood: royal, divinely appointed, and portrayed as enduring.
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PART THREE

Jesus Fulfills the Pattern
Hebrews does not present Jesus as merely another priest. He is the Son appointed by the Father, the risen 
Lord whose priesthood rests on the power of an indestructible life.

Theme Levitical Priesthood Jesus, Our Great High Priest

Basis Physical descent from Levi and Aaron God's oath and appointment

Duration Many priests because death ended each 
ministry

A permanent priesthood grounded in an 
indestructible life

Sacrifice Repeated offerings that could not finally 
remove sin

His own once-for-all self-offering

Access Limited and mediated under the old 
covenant

Full and lasting access to God through 
Him

Result A temporary shadow awaiting fulfillment Complete salvation and continual 
intercession

Jesus came from the tribe of Judah, not Levi. His priesthood therefore does not rest on the Mosaic genealogy. 
It rests on God's oath, His resurrection life, and the perfection of His self-offering.

The Heart of Hebrews 7

Because Jesus remains forever, His priesthood never passes to another. He is able to save completely those 
who draw near to God through Him because He always lives to intercede for them. See Hebrews 7:23-25.

The Christian's confidence is not built on the strength of personal devotion, the consistency of spiritual 
performance, or the ability to make up for past sin. It rests on a living Priest whose work is finished and whose 
intercession continues.
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A COMMON QUESTION

Was Melchizedek Jesus?
Some Christians have understood Melchizedek as a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ. Others understand 
him as a historical king-priest who foreshadows Christ. The second view best fits the wording and argument of 
Hebrews.

 Hebrews says Melchizedek was made like the Son of God, which describes resemblance rather than identity.
 Genesis presents him naturally as a historical king of Salem and priest of God Most High.
 Hebrews builds its comparison on what Genesis does not record: no genealogy, birth, or death is supplied in the 

narrative.
 The silence of the text gives Melchizedek a literary appearance of permanence, making him an effective pattern 

of Christ's truly eternal priesthood.

A Careful Conclusion

Melchizedek was most likely a real historical priest-king whose brief, unusual appearance was sovereignly 
designed to point beyond himself. Jesus is not another Melchizedek. He is the reality to which Melchizedek 
points.

GOSPEL APPLICATION

What Christ's Priesthood Means for You
 You may draw near to God with confidence because Christ represents you perfectly.
 Your forgiveness rests on His sufficient sacrifice, not on repeated attempts to earn peace with God.
 Your salvation is secure because your Priest lives and intercedes continually.
 The King who commands your obedience is also the Priest who bears your weakness and brings you near.
 True righteousness and peace are found together in Christ, never apart from Him.
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REFLECT AND RESPOND

Study Questions
1. What details about Melchizedek stand out most in Genesis 14:17-20, and why?
________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why is it significant that Melchizedek was a priest before the Levitical priesthood existed?
________________________________________________________________________________

3. How does Psalm 110 expand the expectation of a coming Messiah?
________________________________________________________________________________

4. Which contrast between Jesus and the Levitical priests most strengthens your faith?
________________________________________________________________________________

5. Where are you tempted to live as though Christ's priestly work were not sufficient?
________________________________________________________________________________

6. How should Jesus' identity as both King and Priest shape your worship and obedience this week?
________________________________________________________________________________

One-Sentence Summary

Melchizedek points forward as a priest-king; Jesus fulfills the pattern as the eternal Priest-King whose sacrifice, 
reign, and intercession bring His people safely to God.

CLOSE IN PRAYER

A Prayer of Response
Father, thank You for giving Your Son as the righteous King and eternal High Priest. Forgive me for trusting 
my own effort or carrying guilt as though Christ's sacrifice were incomplete. Teach me to draw near through 
Him, rest in His intercession, submit to His reign, and live in the peace He has secured. Amen.

FURTHER STUDY

Hebrews 8-10  •  Zechariah 6:9-15  •  Romans 5:1-2



